Gingival lesions of HIV infection in 178 Greek patients.
One hundred seventy-eight HIV-infected Greek patients were examined and the gingival lesions were recorded. At the time of oral examination, 77 patients were HIV positive, 53 had ARC, and 48 had AIDS. The mean age of the patients was 36.6 years; 158 were men and 20 were women. Fifteen different gingival lesions were recorded. Necrotizing gingivitis (10.1%), gingivitis (5.0%), periodontitis (18.5%), candidiasis (5.8%), and Kaposi's sarcoma (5.0%) were the most common lesions observed. Oral lymphomas and other lesions were recorded in low numbers. Our findings show that dentists should be aware of gingival lesions of HIV disease because some of them are common and diagnostically important.